12/26/70 



Dear Jim (and Jenifer)* 

Twaa the night of Christmas, and all through the house, one creature 
was stirred - tlie old boy couldn* t sleep. So, at 4 a.m., I was Making a pot of 
coffee. I'd tuned in Chicago ali-news stations whose nighttin.e signal is 
very good here, ana the first things I hear is of a rescue off the* coast of 
Cuba, by the Coast. Guard but with Cu.an government assistance, of the people 
on what is described as a corvurted cutter called the Sea Haider. No* I don't 
knot* how many 3 uch tx)atB are so named, but one in particular interests me: I 
havepictures of it and always suspected it could have been the boat Hall was 
expecting to get at balias. Such a sldp waa owned by a Dallas rightwing r who 
was also wealthy. Until the Garrison operation messed it up anil lot Walter 
Sheridan roach this guy, 1 had him turned on (Sheridan got him fixed with 
Whitey Par ton, along *ith Parris's godson, Lorri3 Lrawnloe). 

So, assuming this to b* an item the cfcmiscient Washington Post wil not 
carry, I'd appreciate anything you may bo able to get on it, ana what it 
doing, who war. on it, etc. 

Hal may be interested in knowing that a report ho asked ino to get in 1966 has 
I think, boon declassified. If so. I'll get it for him. It is the othor ono on 
Arnold Louis Kessler. I've gotten a list (incomplete, I’ve already learned; , of 
what war declassified in the 1970 review. They sent me a small fraction of 
what I'd asked for that has been declassified and a list. What I got includes 
what is not cn the list. That simple. 

I'm reading itLF.K. nUbT DILI and finding it interesting. I aru forming somo 
rather definite impressions. If you read and have any feelin^ ,/non you finish, 

I’ a welcome them, nothing inconsistent «ith what l'vd always believed, but n 
few possible items bearing on it, lx think. 

I eApi^ct to go over everything declassified be ginn i n g p.m. 1/6, afti.’r 
thoraphy on my si 10 older, bo, if anyone wants anything (you people should have 
received this li.,t automatically— it is in two parts), lot mo know. 

by the way, the guy connected with thu Sea Raider closely fits the Grade 
Stephens description of the fleeing men in f*lem.his and is of a character which 
qualifies him for that job. I got two pictures from him when 1 hau him turned 
on he brought them to mo early on the day ay first interview with him ended 
about 5-6 u.nu in my K.O. motel room! When he then admitted having more, the 
DA’s poep;lc wore to keep after him to got them, but tills vrac too much for 
thorn, as so nuch was* Suddenly I v/onder i** I trusted uhom with tapes and if 
I drd, if i over got them back, ha spilled tho whole Sheridan thing to me, 
among other tilings. It and what happened tie Sheridan more c.loselt to th feds ix 
than t*> h‘5C. 

I think there i 3 nomc thing I meant to include and forgot when I Went to the 
kitchen for more coffee. if 1 remember it. I'll add a note. There ii an outgoing 
mail tonight , but no no coming in today. Wo got a snow last nigh., first r al 
one of the season... If you have any impressions of kaiser, please s nd them when 
you can. I'm Icsj than half-way tlirough the book, but wilj. be concha uniting or. 
it because I've asked my publisher to try and arrange a iJY Review article on the 
writer ' 3 intrusion into the processes of society**. x f he do .sx. I’ll bo handling 
hia, huie '3 and rzy work on the itay and ftr'K cases. 



12/26/70, l-»tor 

Cf? net nows (radio), 8 a,m. LIST carriod this item, without 
identification or description of boat, adding it v/as gounded on or 
off Cuba's north shore, and tiiat Cubans aided and permitted Coast 
Cuard to make the roacue, It also reported the sruvivors were 
"back in i‘4ami" # 



Access to the iA iuai paxjers would ue helpful but there is no reason 
to assume worth much trouble. 

10 a. in. Ci£> news adds happened five miles off coast of Cuban, all were 
"iamians, all rofuo>jd to sa j what they were up to. 
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